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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE WAGES OF e * 
For the wags of sin is death. Rom. vi. 23. 

To whom is the wages of sin due, to God or the 
sinner ? “Not to God, as some have supposed, for God 
has not sinned, and therefore does not deserve the 
wages. Some have supposed that Jesus refered to 


be thrust into prison and not come out until he had 
paid the utmost farthing : but this cannot apply to 
the subject, because it represents the sinner as ow- 
ing God a debt for sin, And as the wages of sin is 


death, this would imply that God intended to shut up | 


the sinner in the prison of hell until he should get his 
pay ; that is, till the sinner should pay to Deity the 
wares of sin which is death, or put > dont ie at 
ighty to him for his sins! No wonder such 
ink ihe iaeke can never pay the debt. But | 
should wonder why Deity should like the wages so 
well as to fee) disposed to imprison the debtor forever 
because he is unabletopay. All this absurdity is ™& 
consequence of an orthodox mistake, that the sinner 
owes God the wages. Nay more—It- bas been sup- 
posed, that God ought in justice to have his pay, it 
was immaterial whether the sinner paid him or some 
body else, and of course Jesus mght pay the debt 
for as many as he pleased and liberate them: but if 
Jesus was to pay the debt due to God, I should sus- 
pect, that instead of dying himself, he must pay the 
wages which is death, to God, to whom itis due, and 
who makes the demand. Perhaps this difficulty is 
managed by the idea that Jesus is God, and of course 
in receiving death he received his wages from the 
elect who owed him for sin! But if God has been 
murdered once to pay him the debt due him for sin, 
who can tell how many times he would have to be 
murdered to pay him foral-the sins of mortals? If 
dll the sins of the electin the aggregate only require 
one death of God, I should think, were he murdered 
again it might pay the debt due him fror the repro- 
bates; andas they are unable to pay the debt, 1 
would suggest whether such payment would not be 
betterthannone. These, por 4 Me naked 
absurdities hang upon the idea that the wages or 
debt is due fears the danse to God. We shall there- 
fore presume, that as the sinner earns the wages, 
they are due to him and no body else. God seems 
to have promised the sinner his wages for sin which 
isdeath, Now justice requires that the sinner re- 
ceives his pay. Suppose then that Jesus received 
this wages instead of the elect, would justice be done? 





Justice did not require that Christ should receive the 
wages, but the sinner who earnedit. Su an e- 
lect priest had Jabored faithfully till he had earned a 
salary of five hundred dollars, would he think it just 
for his parishioners to pay his wages to some other 
person’ Can itbe justto pay my wages which } 
bave earned to another? And even should such wa- 
ges be paid to another, would they not be still due to 
me as much as before? And so, as the wages of sin 
are due to the sinner and no body else, they will be 
due to him until he receives them. Yes, although 
Christ should receive them a thousand times, and al- 
though Angels should receive them, still they were 
due to the sinner and to him only, and must be stil! 
due to him till he receives them. Yes, ye elect, ii 
yeare sinners, remember that the wages of sin is 
death, that they are due to you, that they cannot be 
paid to any other person instead of you, and therefore 
if justice is ever done, ye will die in the sense of the 
text; for “* when sinis finished it bringeth forth 


| death,” and * Phe soul that sineth shall die.” 
this subject in bis remarks on the prisoner who should | 


The next subject, is, sin¢e death is due the sinner, 
is the death of such anaturethat the sinner can re- 
ceive it, orcan the debt be paid? Ifnot then man 
would lose his wages, but God would loose nothing 
even in thatcase. Butas God has engaged to pay 
the sinner, will he not be able to doit? [fin commit- 
ting one sin, man earns endless death, (as some say) 
then it would take God forever to pay the sinner fur 
his first sin, and he never would be able to begin to 
pay him for any of his subsequent offences. And in- 
deed the time would never come when he would 
have paid up any thing more than the interest on the 
debt for the first offence, because the principal which 
is endless death, would be forever due. Now who 
can believe that God is the Author of a plan which is 
to involve him so much in debt to all sinners, that he 
can only pay the interest on one of the ten thousand 
obligations due to each? We generally think it 2 
want of wisdom, fora person tueontract debts which 
he can never pay, and itis eertainly criminal for une 
to contract debts which he knows he can never pay. 
But if God has not contracted debts which he can 
never pay, then he will pay the sinner his wages, and 
the sinner will receive them, and when he has re- 
ceived them they will be no longer due; and then 
God may be “ a just God and a Saviour,” according 
to the scriptures. L. C. TODD. . 


From the (Boston) Univ. Magazine. 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 


FROM WALTER BALFOUR, 
ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
(Contiaued from page 149.) 

Gentlemen—Though something has already 
been said, both on this passage and on Rom. 
xiv. 10, to determine what time Paul meant 
that the persons should appeur before Christ’s 
ju nt seat, I have prosecuted my inquiry 
fe r onthis point, -if possible to arrive at 
certainty about it. The subject is deeply in- 
teresting to all; diversity of opinion exists a- 
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bout. itand ifany thing can be'suggested, whieh 
tends to settle this question, it ought tobe done. 
The following I submit for candid consideration. 

When Paul says,“ For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ,” let us ask, 
at what time did he mean that this should take 
place ? It is the common belief, that he meant 
at the end of this world, or what is called the 
day of judgment. But surely no candid in- 
quirer ought to take this for granted, because 
it happens to be the popular belief, and has 
been so for ages. What course must we then 
pursue, to ascertain whether the popular belief 
be truth, or a misapprehension of Paul’s mean- 
ing ? The course I have pursued is— 

1st.‘ Linquire of Pauli himself in the chapter 
where these words occur. What time did you 
refer to, when you say, “ for we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ ?” I 
Jook then at verse 1st, and I find that he speaks 
of a time, when he and those he was writing to, 
were to have the earthly house of this taberna- 
cle dissolved : or in plain language, were to 
die. ‘Was this the time he referred to? We 
should hardly think any one would contend 
for this, for no one thinks, that the day of judg- 
ment took place the day Paul died, or at the 
decease of the Corinthians. Besides, if it did, 
it could only be an individual appearing, where- 
as it is contended that the jndgment is to be u- 
niversal and at the consummation of all things. 
But even admitttng that the judgment of every 
man is to be athis death, and to this period Paul 
refers, how does it appear, that then every one 
receives in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad ? No man be- 
lieves the body at death undergoes any pun- 
ishment contended for, which those who have 
done either good or bad, receive in their body. 
Seeing this cannot be the period referred to, 
forall return to the dust, I ask— 

2d. Was the appearance before Christ’s judg- 
ment seat at the time referred to, verse 4, when 
“mortality would be swallowed up of life ?” 
This could not be at death, or when the earthly 
house of the tabernacle wag dissolved, for it is 
at this period corruption or mortality. At death 
the body, issown in corruption or mortality. 
It is at the resurrection it is raised in incor- 
ruption. “Then, and not till then, is mortality 
swallowed up of life’ See 1 Cor. xv. 42—56, 
Paul does not say, that when the earthly house 
of his tabernacle was dissolved, that his disem- 
bodied spirit was 10 appear before Christ’s 
judgment seat, to receiwe what ithad done in 
the bedy. ‘Nordo I find the sacred writers 
speak, as people often do now, about people’s 
disembodied spirits, at death appearing at the 
judsinent seat of Christ to receive sentence to 
etidless nappies or misery. Even admittin 
they did, this could not be the period welemel 
to, for it is evident that the apostle is not 
speaking in verse 10, of, the spirit separate 
from’ ihe body, ‘ No other ae | of time: that 
I can find, is referred to in the context but 
these two ; death, and when mortality is swal- 





lowed up of life, orthe resurrection from deatt, 

But it will be said, no other time need be jn. 
quired after, for this is just the time we have 
always said, that all mankind are to appear be- 
I am per. 


fore the judgment seat of Christ. 
fectly aware of this. Let us then, 
3d. Ask Paul—Did you mean to say, that 
when mortality should be swallowed up of life, 
or at the resurrection, “all should appear be. 
fore the judgment seat of Christ?” Let us 
again look at verse 9 and 10 in connexion— 
“ Wherefore we labor, that whether present or 
absent we may be accepted of him. For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Chrisi; 
that every one may receive the things done inhis 
body according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.” From these two verses, 
let the following questions be asked, and see 
what answers they, together with the context 
afford. What person did Paul and_ others |:- 
bor to be accepted of ? Answer. The Lord. 
See verse 8. Where did he expect to be ac- 
cepted of the Lord? Answer. At the judg. 
ment seat of Christ, verse 10. What did he 
mean by being accepted of the Lord at his 
judgment seat? Answer. Receiving in his 
body that which is good, and for which he |a- 
boured. What did he mean, when he said, 
“ Wherefore we labor, that whether present we 
may be accepted of him? Answer. Present 
with the Lord, as is plain from verse 8, and ab- 
sent from the body, verses 6, 8. Whit 
did he mean, when he said, “ Wherefore we 
labor that whether absent we may be accept- 
ed of him? Answer. Absent from the Lord, or 
to be at home in the body. See verse 6. Did 
Paul then expect to be at home in the body, 
when the judgment, at which he labored to 
be accepted, arrived? Answer. He speaks 
evidently as uncertain about this: he did not 
know, whether he should be present or absent, 
but he labored, shat “ whether present or ab- 
sent” he might be accepted of the Lord. Are 
we then to conclude, that Paul was uncertain 
but that the end of the world, and the day of 
judgment might take place during his_ personal 
existence on earth ? Answer. e donot see 
how this conclusion can be avoided, unless he 
referred to a period during that generation, 
when he and others were to appear before 
Christ’s judgment seat. Was there then to be 
during that generation an appearance at Christ's 
judgment seat, which Paul and others looked 
for, and which they might live to see? Answer. 
No person will question this, who has attend- 
ed to Matthew, chapters 24 and 25, and many 
other places in the New Testament. But has 
not Paul and other sacred writers, spoken of 
the judgment seat of Clirist at the end of the 
world or resurrection of all the dead, and 
might he not refer to this period in the passage 
before us ? Answer. Though Paul has treat- 
ed of the resurrection more frequently, and at 
greater length than any other sacred writer, 
yet he never speaks of the judgment seat of 
Christ in connexion with it. He only men- 
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uons it, Rom. xiv. 10, and we think it has 
veen shown, it related to no such time or e- 
vents. No other writer mentions the judg- 
ment seat of Christ in any connexion, or on 
any gubject. Besides, we do not see how he 
could refer to this period, unless he believed 
that he might possibly live to see it, Did Paul 
then, and christians generally, expect a coming 
of Christ during that generation, and did they 
expect to stand before him at this period ?— 
Let the following passage answer this.— 
“ Watch ye therefore and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand be- 
fore the Son of man,” Luke xxi. 36, See the 
context of this passage, which shows what things 
were to be escaped, and to what period our 
Lord referred. When Paul wrote, Rom. xiv. 
10, “ for we shall all stand before the judgment 
seat,” he seems to have had the above words 
of our Lord in his view. In the passage be- 
fore us he says, “ for we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ.” One peri- 
od is referred to in both texts, and all who at- 
tend to the epistles, must see how anxious the 
apostles were to present their converts chaste 
virgins to Christ, 2 Cor, xi. 2. Perfect in Christ 
Jesus, Col. i. 28. Andif not found so, that 
they would be ashamed before Christ at his 
coming ; 1 John, ii. 28; Rev. iii. 18, &c. &c. 
And well they might, for Christ had declared 
that he would be ashamed of them ; Matt. x. 
$2, 33. Accordingly, Paul says, verse 9,— 


“ Wherefore we labour,” or as some render the 
words, “ Wherefore we are ambitious, esteem 
it an honor, are extremely desirous, that wheth- 
er present or absent we may be accepted of 
him.” Or, as he says, 1 Thess. v. 10, “ that 
whether we wake orsleep we should live to- 


gether with him,” It is beyond all fair debate 
that christians in Paul’s day expected to staud 
before the Son of man. ‘That they were to be 
rewarded according to their works, is, very 
plain from the New Testament,and has been no- 
ticed already. And that the unbelieving Jews 
and others, were also to be punished, we pre- 
sume has been established,nor will it bedisputed. 

I might here take my leave of this subject, 
until it is shown, that the apostle referred to 
the end of this world when he said, “for we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” But I shall, 

2d. Inquire of the two epistles Paul wrote 
tothe Corinthians, what time he meant ia 
these words. Do they then afford us any ad- 
ditional light on this subject? If I do notgreat- 
ly mistake, they afford. the strongest ss 
tion of the views I have ‘advanced about this 
passage. It requires time and labor to show 
this, but let us proceed to them. 

Paul then in his 3d: epistle, chap, i. verses 
13, 14, thus writes : “ For we write none oth- 
er things unto you thaa what ye read or ac- 
knowledge, and I trust ye shall acknowledge 
even to the end, As also ye have acknowl- 
edged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, 





even as ye algo are ours in the day of the Lord 
Jesus.” In his 1st epistle to the same church, 
he again. says, “Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed. in you : so that ye come 
behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ : who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” In these two 
quotations, let it be observed that the phrase, 
“the end,” occurs twice, The expression, 
“ the day of the Lord Jesus,’ isalso used twice. 
And the expression, “ the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” is also once mentioned. On these 
three expressions I would remark generally, 

1st. That all will allow one, and only. one 
period of time to be referred to, or designated 
by them. So farfrom its being disputed, it 
will not be contended for, that the end, the day 
of the Lord Jesus, and the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, all refer to the end of this. world 
or the consummation of all things. Whatever 
dispute may arise, about what time is meant by 
these three modes of speaking, yet no one will 
contend, that two or more distinct periods are 
intended to be expressed. Should J dissent 
from the common opinion, I have only one o- 
pinion then, and not two or three to oppose in 
my observation, as arising from these three 
phrases. 

2d. It will not be questioned, but will _rath- 
er be contended for, that all these expressions 
refer to the very same time to which Paul re- 
fers in the passage under consideration, “we 
must all-appear before the judgment. seat, of 
Christ,” We have then got a three-fold clue, 
to guide us in ascertaining at what time they 
were to appear at this judgment seat. 

ist. What time did Paul then refer to by 
the phrase “ the end?” It will no doubt be 
said, the end of this world. But this is mere 
assertion, and therefore proves nothing. Suf- 
fer me to ask, Were the Corinthians to live to 
the end of this world, and was Jesus Christ to 
confirm his testimony in them to the end of 
the world? And were they also to read and 
acknowledge what Paul had spoken and _writ- 
ten to them even to the end of the world ?— 
This may be affirmed by those who say, that, 
the apostles and first christians, expected the 
end of the world during that generation. But 
this is just telling us, that they were mistaken, 
and if mistaken in this, why may they not have 
been mistaken in other things, yea in all that 
they have written ? But this isan admission, 
which many, good. people have made, little 
thinking, that by so doing, they. surrendered 
christianity into the hands of its enemies. 

The word which is rendered “the end” in 
the above passage, is telas, Thetexts in which 
it occurs are numerous. It would be tedious 
to give the details of my examination of them, 
I shall therefore give theresult, It,occurs then, 


in the following es, but. where all will al- 
low it can, have aay to the. subject. be- 
fore us, Matt, xvii. 25; Rom. xiii, 75 Timi, 
5; Heb. vii. 3; James v. 11; Matt. xxvi. 58; 
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Luke xviii. 5; 1 Peter - iii. 8; Mark iii. 26; 
Luke i. 333 Rev. i. 8, and xxi, 6,and xxii. 
13; Luke xxii. 37; Rom. x. 4; John xiii. 1. 
Rom. vi.21, 22; 2 Cor. xi. 15; Phil. iii, 19 ; 
1 Thess. ii. 16; Heb. vi. 83 1 Peter i.9. 
The word telos, rendered the end, is also 
used in the following texts to express the end 
of the Jewish age or a ge Matt. x. 22, 
and xxiv, 6, xiii. 14; Mark xiii. 7, 13; Luke 
xxi.9; 2 Cor. iii. 13; 1 Cor. x. 11; Rev, ii. 
27; 1 Peter iv. 7. In verse 17 of the same 
chapter, it seems to refer to the end of the un- 


believing Jews, who rejected the Saviour.— 


Compare with this last verse, 2 Cor. xi, 154 
Phil. iii, 19; 1 Thess. ii. 16,and Heb. yi. 8, 
which appear to refer to the same persons and 
their end. Here then was a period called the 
end repeatedly by our Lord, which was near, 
and in which both believers and unbelievers 
were deeply concerned. A period, in view of 
which, many of our Lord’s exhortations and 
admonitions were delivered to his disciples,— 
A period, which for tribulation and distress, 
the like had never been before, nor would the 
like ever be again. A period,preceding which, 
Christ’s disciples were to suffer cruel persecu- 
tions, and which they looked forward to with 
anxious expectation, 

It was surely then very natural for the apos- 
tles to speak of this perlad, calling it “ the end” 
as their Lord had done, and for Paul to express 
his hope concerning believers, that they would 
be confirmed unto the-end, and would acknowl- 
edge what he had written unto them to the end, 
Writing to the believing Hebrews, who saw 
this day approaching, he thus exhorts them, 
* Whose house are we, if we hold fast the 
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end ? Eor we are made partakers of 
Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our con- 
fidence steadfast unto the end. Heb. iii. 6, 14. 
They only who endured to this end were to be 
saved, All wha drew back, or apostatized 
from the fuith, were to be involved in the awful 
judgments whiclr at that period came on the 
unbelieving Jews, They who continued faith- 
ful to the end, were to enter into the joy of 
their Lord. Or, as in the passage before us, 
every one should receive according to that he 
hath done, whether good or bad. And John, 
Rey, ii. 27, says, “He that evercometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the eud, to him will I 
give power ver the nations; and he shall rule 
them with g rod of iron; as the vessels of a 

otter shallithey be broken to shiyers: even as 
received ®f my Father.” 

But it willbe said, Is not telos rendered 
“ the end,” also used to expres the end of this 
world or the consummation of all things? The 
only text where it can be thought to refer to 
this, is 1 Cor, xv. 24, “Then cometh the end, 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to Gad even the Father,” &c. But that it was 
not at this period, persons were to stand before 
Christ’s judgment seat, is obvious, for so far 
from Paal’s saying any thing about this he as- 











sures us, that then all things are to be subdued 
to Christ, and the last enemy death is to be 
destroyed. ‘The end referred to, is the end of 
Christ’s reign, and it is to come by delivetine 
up the kingdom to God the Father. If any 
are saved, or subdued after this end, it must 
be without Christ, for he has finished his reign 
and delivered up the kingdom to the Father, 
that he may be all and inall. Those therefore, 
who contend for a limited punishment after 
death, and that in this state, men are to be 
saved by Jesus Christ, must have all the pm- 
ishment and salvation accomplished before this 
end comes, for we. should think it a hopeless 
case to look for salvation from Jesus Christ be- 
yondit. This end seems to be at the resur- 
rection, when death the last enemy is destroy- 
ed a8 appears to me from the context. But 
neither here, nor any where else, where the 
resurrection is the subject treated of, do I find 
it said, that Christ is there to sit on a judgement 
seat or throne, to sentence a single individual 
either to limited or endless misery. If these 
things are to be found in scripture, they have 
escaped my notice, and J shall listen with deep 
attention to instruction from any quarter ¢on- 
cerning them, If it be said, the limitdd pun- 
ishment of the,wicked is to be all over at the 
period called the end, for it is at this time all 
are to be subdued and made happy; If this be 
the case, at what previous period did Christ sit 
on his judgment seat, to condemn persons to 
this limited punishment, which is all over at 
the period called the end? Do the scriptures 
make mention of any otlier, when he sat ona 
throne or judgment seat, and before which 
men individually, or universally appeared, and 
received a punishment to be endured to the pe- 
riod called the end? I frankly confess my iguo- 
rance of any such information in scripyure, 
and should feel deeply indebted to the man 
who takes the trouble to show me where it is 
to be found. At any rate, those who contend 
for a limited punishment before the end, can- 
not say that it was at this period Paul meant 
that all should appear before Christ’s judgment 
seat to receive the things done in their bodies. 
for this is not their time of punishment, but of 
universal deliverance from all punishment.— 
This is not their time of going into punishment, 
but of coming out of it. It is neither the time 
of receiving sentence, or the execution of it 
but the time when all are pardoned, or, having 
suffered the just reward of their deeds, are re- 
leased. It makes no difference as to the point 
in question, whether men are pardoned or 
punished into heaven at this period. When it 
comes, all punishment is supposed to be en- 
ded, At whattime then during the reign of 
Christ, did men appear before his judgment 
seat, and receive a punishment in their bodies 
for the evil they had done in this world? It 
could not be before the resurrection, for it is in 
their bodies they are to receive it, unless we 
say that they received it in their bodies while 
cin this world. But this, peaple will not admit 

















GOSPEL A 


* 


DVOCATE. 








time to prepare their ballots. Against this 
but contend that it is a punishment for soul and, 
body after the resurrection of the dead, and 
some aver that it is to be endless in. its dura- 
tion, ButI forbear further remarks on-such 
topics. ! 
The above then are all the texts inthe New 
Testament’ where this phrase occurs; and we 
leave it with our, readers to determine, wheth- 
er the phrase “ the end,” does,not refer to the 
end of the Jewish dispensation ; and that this 
is the period referred to when Paul said, “ We 
must all appear before'the judgment’ seat of 
Christ.” Yours, 
W. BALFOUR, 
(To be continued.) 
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“THE THING AS rt.1s.”—Job. 





SOCIETY FOR AMELIORATING THE CON. 
DITION OF THE JEWS. 

Under the above head we find an article in the 
Commercial Advertiser, which exhibits the  nak- 
edness” of the money-getting schemes of the day.— 
Who does not know that great exertions have been 
made by our orthodox friends to accumulate funds 
for the above society under the pretence of convert- 
ing the Jews, and after perusing the article from the 
Advertiser now alluded to, who, we ask, will not 
know, that hypocrisy, craft, and rank dishonesty, 
have at length been disclosedin the proceedings of 
this truly jewish society. But the half has not been 
yet told. Reader, pérase tlic following statement for 
yourself ! 


pe" oe ie a 


Nocicly for Ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the Jews. 


The Fouth Anniversary of the Society for 
Ameliorating the condition of the Jews, was 
held yesterday, in the Brick Church in Beek- 
man-street. The Rev. Dr, Blatchford, of Lan- 
singburgh, presided. The exercises were o- 
pened by a prayer by the Rev, S$, E. Dwight, 
of New-Haven, The Annual Report of the 
‘Treasurer was presented by D, Boardman, Esq. 
who fills that office. The Recording Secreta- 
ry, {the Rev. James G, Ogilvie,] then read the 
\nnual Report of the Board of Managers.— 
This document gave a succinct history of the 
Society’s operations during the past year, from 
which it was pretty evident that the transac- 
tions of the Society had been of a very unsuc- 
cessful and unfortunate character. A farm 
had been purchased in Westchester, for the 
commencement of the Utopian scheme of col- 
onization, and a few Jews placed thereon ; but 
they most, if not all, refused to conform to the 
regulations, and soon abandoned it, And in 





say seven or ciglht thousand dollars has been 
expended, In the course of the Report an a 
mendment to the Coustitution was propose- 
hy the Board, contemplating the substitution of 
foreign missions among the Jows, instead of the 
visionary scheme now provided for—as no a- 
ie cin be made except at the: annual 
méeting, and on the recommendation of the 
Board. ‘The venerable Dr. Perkins, of West 
Hartford, moved the acceptance and printing 
ofthe Report. George Wilson, Esq. rose in 
opposition to the motion, and commenced 
speaking 3 but the Chair hereapon suggested 
that the bare acceptance of the report did not 
conmnit the Society to adopt it, and therefore, 
perhaps it would be better for the gentleman to 
allow this question to be put, and . then make 
such motion upon the subject as he might deem 
proper. Mr. Wilson replid that he understood 
what he was about; and as his object was to 
show that the document was not the Report of 
the Board, but a spurious document, he wished 
to meet it now. He then proceeded at much 
length to give a history of the transactions of 
the Society, for some weeks past, from which 
| we gathered the fact that a sufficient number of 
gentlemen, not liking the manner in which the 
Society’s concerns were managed, had lately 
availed themselves of a provision of the Con- 
stitution which creates every person on the 
| payment of five dollars a Director, paid that 
| amount, taken their seats at the Board, and 
| sanctoned this Report, with the recommenda- 
tion of the proposed amendment to the Con- 
stitution, These directors, Mr. W. contended, 
| were not directors in fact, but only in name, 
|as the constitution declares that the affairs of 
| the Seciety shall be managed by a Board con- 
sisting of certain officers, and thirty-six direc- 
tors to be elected annually for that purpose,— 
| Mr, Wilson spoke with considerable warmth, 
/and some warmth was manifested in reply— 
| Hot upon the main question, for that was ouly 
| discussed upon one side—but upon sundry 
| questions of order, which every now and then 
| were interposed. Finally, the question, after 
much desultory debate, was divided, so as-to - 
vote on the acceptance of the report merely ; 
and the question being put, the society refus- 
ed to accept it by a very large majority. Dr. 
Spring then moved that thesociety proceed to 
the election of officers, which motion was. sec- 
onded. Dr. McLeod opposed this motion at 
the present stage of the proceedings, as he 
wished to have a constitutional question, upon 
the qualification of voters, Sc. first disposed of. 
And here arose another desultory debate, 
which resulted in the adoption of Dr. Spring’s 
motion, and the Rev. Mr. Patten, and D. 8. 
Lyon, Esq. were appointed tellers, It now 
appeared that the friends of a revolution in the 
society were prepared with printed ballots— 
whereupon the gentlemen of the other side de- 
clared that it was unfair—that they had been 
taken by surprise, &c.; and they demanded 








the course of the year, a vast amount of: money, 


an adjournment for one hour, to give’ them 
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course, it was urged, that the ballot having 
been commenced, a motion to adjourn could 
not be received until the election shauld have 
been completed. Again the discussion became 


animated when the Reverend Mr. Reed, of | 


Charleston, proposed a prayer, that all angry 
and acrimonious feelings might be allayed.— 
This proposition was acceeded to, and..the 
chair requested Mr, Reed to address the 
Throne of Grace. He did so, in a very im- 
pressive manner; after which the vete of ad- 
journment was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive, 35 to 32, The election then proceeded, 
and resulted in the success of the printed tick- 
et, by a majority of 11, A motion to re-con- 
sider the vote rejecting the Annual Report, 
was then made ; but it being three o’clock, and 
the meeting having commenced at ten, the mo- 
tion was not persisted in, and after another 
short discussion upon various suggestions as to 
what should next be done, the Society adjourn- 
ed sine die, without taking any cther question. 

Wehave thus givena brief and impartial 
sketch of the proceedings. From the reject- 
tion of the Report, no amendment was made 
to the Constitution ; and as the newly elected 
Board is decidedly hostile to the colonizing 
project, while they have no right to divert the 
funds to a Jewish mission until an amendment 
Shall be made, it is clear that nothing will be 
done for a year to come ;_ when it is hoped that 
measures will be taken to have the funds ap- 
plied to some useful purpose. The rejection 
of the Report is claimed in this morning’s Ad- 
vocate, as a triumph of those in favor of the o- 
riginal plan of the Society, Butit is not so— 
The Report was rejected by the votes of those 
who made the change, for the reason, princi- 
pally, that they did not, wish to send forth a 
document so plainly disclosing “ the nakedness 
of the Jand.” 

A QUESTION, 
Asked by an orthodox Minister. 

‘‘ ff mankind suffer and atone for their sins in this 
world, what is the use of a Saviour?” An answer is 
reguested in the Gospel Advocate. 

To reply to the above question, it may be proper 
to remark ; first, that both scripture and reason, unite 
with the experience of every intelligent being to 
prove that every man shall be punished according 
tohis works. God hath said, he “‘ will by no means 
clear the guilty :” Reason coofirms the propriety of 
the declaration ; and experience testifies its certain- 
ty. Now, because mankind do, and always will, be 
punished or rewarded, according to their deeds, 
whether good or bad, it does not follow that because 
they are thus punished they atone for their own sins. 
For, what is atonement ? It is the act of bringing to 
agreement two parties, thereby making them one.— 
The question arises, what ia atonement for sin? It 
is the taking away of sin, so that the sinner may be 
reconciled to God, and be at agreement with his di- 
vine perfections. From what are mankind saved by 
means of the atonement ? Answer. They are and 
will be saved from stn. Is there any salvation from 
deserved puni 
no!—-Thus endeth the matter. 

Secondly. The orthodox believe io a salvation 





nishment promised in the scriptures ?— ’ 


from punishment on account of the ajonement made 
| by our Redeemer ; but he never came to save us 
| from apy punishment which we may have deseryed 
| orever shall deserve. And the difficulty which ari- 
| ses in their minds on this subject is occasioned by 
their ivcorrect notions about'salvation. To sum up 
the matter as we understand it, itappears thus. Man- 
kind will surely be punished for all their sins and 
never will be suffered to escape with impunity, and 
yet they will ultimately be benefitted by the media- 
tion of our Saviour. Why? Because, he came to 
saveus fiom our sins, and shall see of the travail of 
his soul and be satisfied ! Hence we have need of a 
Saviour, in order that we may be turned from our 
sins by means of his teaching and thereby be saved 
from the evil of being guiity. When the cause (sin) 
is removed, the effect, (punisbrnent) will necessarily 
cease; and when he shall have made an end of trans- 
gression, then, and not before, all men will be saved. 
REMARKS. 

The above will suggest to the reader the necessi- 
ty of becoming acquaiuted with the doctrine of sal- 
vation as taught in the scriptures, and the utility of 
discriminating between the doctrige ofthe adver- 
sary as taught by limitarians, and the doctrine of 
Christ, as maintained by universalists. The for- 
mer say ye shall not surely die. (that is, ye may re- 
pentand escape the wages of sin) but the latter de- 
clare that there is no way of escape from the de- 
mands ofinfivite justice. Let the fact be understood 
in its proper bearing that Christ is the Savior of the 
whole world, and it presents to (he mind a most de- 
lightful view of the plan of grace. But limitarians 
can never believe the truth so long as they remain 
thus ignorant of what God hath declared in bis word 
relative to his character and our connexion with him. 
If they could see him as he is, clad in all the loveli- 
ness of love itself, then they could see the necessity 
of being made like him, holy and without blame _be- 
fore him in love. The universalist Iknows that holi- 
ness alone can secure happiness, and therefore con- 
cludes that a Saviour is wanted to change our vile 
natures into the image of the invisible God; and he 
also realizes the great importance of his mission. But 
all this does not imply that the sinner can be saved 
either in sin, or from its legitimate effects. Although 
punishment may be considered as a mediatorial work 
founded on miercy, yet itis not the only means by 
which God will effect the reconciliation of a world to 
himself. Although grace and Jove are exhibiled 
even in the punishment of sinners, vet both are often 
most salutary when viewed through the medium of 
kindness and compassion. 


miscE Us. 
The following isthe Circular for the Cayuga 
Branch Association for 1826. Its merits 
will entitle it to a perusal. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

To all the believers in the Gospel which 
God revealed to Abraham, renewed to Isaac, 
and confirmed’ to Jacob, and witnessed by all 
his holy prophets since the world began, that 
in Christ the seed shall all the nations, fami- 
lies and kindreds of the earth be blessed. 

To those residing in the counties of Cayu- 
ga, Cortland, arid Tompkins, which compose 
the Cay ‘Association—to the ransomed of 
‘the Lord, (who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time,) composing the va- 





rious christian denominations—wherever this 
epistle may come, the Ministers and Delegates 
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composing the Cayuga Association, send christ- 
ian salutation. 
Dear Beloved in the Lord ! 

We hereby address you in the words of the 
Prophets, “have we not all one God to our 
father, hath not one God created us? and also 
in that of the Apostle: “ Who hath made of 
one blood all the nations, to dweil on the face 
of the earth,” and has given us a measure of 
the spirit, that we may profit thereby. It was 
predicted by the prophets, that many should 
run to and fro, and knowledge should be in- 
creased, and that the knowledge of the Lord 
should cover the earth as the waters cover the 
great deep. We are also assured of a growth 
in grace and in the knowledge of the trath.— 
When we take a retrospect of the past ages of 
the Christian world, by looking over the pages 
of sacred and profane history, how forcibly 
must our minds be struck, when we see on the 
one hand the wisdom of the world, with all its 
forces combiaed to maintain its dominion, on 
principles the most selfish and fickle; the 
fruits of which have been nothing better than 
thorns and briars, compared to the wisdoth of 
Heaven, then we see the Sun of Righteousness 
arise with healing in his wings, triumphant o- 
ver the powers of death and even the grave, 
having abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality. to light by the Gospel: Exhibit- 
ing at once the Wisdom of God, which is pure, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without the least hypocrisy or 
partiality. Under the guidance of this wisdom, 
the ark of the covéffant has: kept its steady 
course, amidst the storms of time and the 
wreck of ages. Surely we may say with the 
sweet Psalmest of Israel, “ The Lord is good to 
all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works,” By comparing the wisdom of Heav- 
en with the wispom of the world, we amt - 
abled to see that God’s ways are not our ways, 
neither his thoughts our thoughts; for while 
we on our part have sinned, by not only think- 
ing evil one of another, but doing evil, and 
have thereby come short of his glory, so it is, 
that no flesh should glory in their own works 
in his presence: But when we behold the lamb 
of God, who taketh away the sin of the world 
being made unto us wisdom, sanctification, jus- 
tification, and Redemption, who thinketh no 
evil neither is guile found in his mouth, 
who renders to the world good for evil, bless- 
ing for cursing : ina word, overcomes evil with 
good ; who will thereby be enabled to finish 
sin, make an end of transgression, and bring 
in everlasting cightoseanenn for this is the 
name wherewith he shall be called, the Lord 
our Righteousness : 

Dearly Beloved, we are constrained to say, 
our proud hearts have been humbled, with the 
above exalted view of Heaven’s glory, and we 
trust there is laid in our hearts ane 
foundation of gratitude to God, for his wonder- 
ful goodness to the Children of men. Surely 
we may here say in the language of the peed 





et, O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself but in 
me is thy help; for the Lord is my helper, 
and in him will I put my trust, As we have 
therefore received mercy at the hand of the 
Lord, let us strive to learn of him, to be con 
tinually wise with his wisdom, and good with 
his goodness ; for he has said, learn of me, for 
lam meek and lowly, and you shall find res: 
to’your souls, and furthermore, 1 will never 
leave you nor forsake yougs Brethren and 
sisters of the Abrahamic ri has pleased 
the Lord of the harvest to givé us another au- 
niversary meeting, being the third since our 
first. organization into an association. How 
asing, then, must be our reflections, on the 
ifegiving power of the gospel of the ever bless- 
ed God, who has enabled us, not only to meet 
together, but to sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, and to realize the 
heavenly blessing of the Unity of the spirit in 
the bonds of peace, having one heart and onc 
mind, which is the mind of the Lord. It is 
true, the world is opposed to us, but we stil! 
hear our beloved Saviour say in his word, “be 
of good cheer I have overcome the world,” 
and also we may here subjoin, in the words of 
a blessed Disciple, “and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith which 
works by love and purifies the heart. Having 
your hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and your bodies washed with pure water,” 
which is as we believe, the washing of water by 
the word or spirit of truth, which we have 
found to be true, by its delivering us from a 
selfish cruel and unmerciful spirit, and by its 
transplating us into the kingdom of God’s dear 
Son, which is righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit. Let me therefore exhort 
you to hold fast the profession of your faith 
without wavering. Set a close watch upon 
yourselves,that you put yonr trust continually in 
the Lord, whose good spirit teaches us that he 
is the Saviour of the world. 

In addition to the above, we have abundant 
reason to praise the most High who has made 
us more than conquerous, through him who 
loved us and washed us from our sins with his 
own blood, when we reflect that only five years 
since there was not one society in the faith of 
Abraham, found in the county of Cayuga, while 
now there is seven, and in other parts of our 
guodly land a continued increase, of Societics 
and of Believers. Surely brethren the Lord is 
with us, and if the Lord be for us who then 
can be against us, (we conclude none but an 
unbelieving world.) Letus then wait on the 
Lord patiently, for we have his word, that they 
shall all know him from the least of them un 
to the greatest of them, for he will be merci- 
ful to their unrighteousness, aad their sins and 
iniquities will he remember no more, Ict us 
therefore be merciful as our Father in heaven 


is 4 
To the Brethren in the Ministry of the gos- 


pel, of good news of glad tidings of great joy 
which all be to all ooo let u$ continue to 
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strive together for the faith of the gospel, and 
in nothing. terrified by our adversaries, which 
to them is an evident token of perdition, but to 
you of salvation and that of God.. Remember 
dear brethren your calling, and him whe has 
called you, with an holy calling, not according 
to our work, but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which he has purposed in himself 
before the foundation of the world, and has 
given us his Son for an example to follow after, 
that we may legk to Jesus who ‘is the author 
and finisher of our faith in meekness humility, 
patience, long-suffering, forbearing one anoth- 
er in love, let us endeavour to bear about in 
our bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus; so 
that it may keep us humble, and thereby pre- 


vent our hearts from growing proud, and our- | 


selves from being haughty. Let us continual- 
ly keep a watch over ourselves, and not suffer 
the pride of our hearts, to lead us to exalt our- 
selves, lest we be abased, and let him that 
would be the greatest, become the least; let 
‘us endeavour to commend ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God, let us be 
careful,to preach by example as well as pre- 
cept, that our service in the vineyard may be 
upproved by the Lord thereof. 
By order of the association, 
JOHN 8S. FLAGLER, 


BLASPHEMY. 


Asan evidence of“ ravings of fanaticism and | 


roarings of superstion” so prevalent among a 
certain few in this place, we give publicity to 
the following statement of facts, of the truth of 


which we assure the public that testimony can | 


be adduced by two respectable witnesses. 
A Mr. I7ornell,a student in the Auburn The- 
ological Seminary, lately visited a young lady 


of this village, for whose “ soul” he expressed | 


great concern, Afterthe usual interrogatories, 
by which he ascertained she was nota _ profes- 
sor of religion, he told her if she did not repent 
THAT NIGHT, she would certainly be damned ! 
He condecended, however, to allow her two 
minutes to reflect upon the subject and decide 


upon her fate—The two minutes expired, and | 


the lady not having made her clection, this 
jong-faced, lantern-jawed hyperite with great 
cmphasis exclaimed, “ Oh, thou wretch ! an 
angel in heavenis this instant recording your 
destiny !—you are certainly pAamNnep ! !”°— 
4uburn Examiner. ™ 


DUELLING. 


The public morals have again been insulted 


by two of our most distinguished statesmen, we 
say distinguished,for Mr. Clay ranks among the 
highest in our nation, and Mr, Randolph, in 
point of fame, is not exceeded by any in it.— 
These two gentlemen had a meeting, shook 
hands, exchanged shots, and settled their affair 
of honor. It is not so much on account of the 
loss our country would sustain by the fall of 
any duellist, no matter who or what ho is, that 
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; but the 


we complain of these horrid aflairs ; 
demoralizing tendency of them—the pernicious 
example they set before the nation—their lia- 
bility to,be imitated by every fool in our coun- 
try, who has not learned to curb his petulance, 
and suppress his passions. 

Rel, Messenger. 


Religion is amiable and lovely—when rep- 
resented in a true light, it is the highest , happi- 
ness of a rational being: it exalts the mind 
above the captivating and alurcing , vanities of 
this world, and prepares man to meet, with 
true fortitude and calm resignation, the una- 
voidable calamities which beset human lite.— 
The felicities attending conscious innocence, 
are permanent and substantial : the happiness 
of a mind that can survey itself with tranquili- 
ty and self-approbation, is of all others the 
most desirable. } 








POETRY. 


The following lines, from Dr. Darwin’s Bo- 
tanic Garden, culogize the philanthropist, John 
Hoveard, with so much truth and beauty, that 
our readers must be pleased with their publica- 


| tion. If kindness of the broadest character 











| glowed inthe bosom of Howard, if he were 
| perfectly ready to visit and relieve the sick 


; and imprisoned of every clime, what must be 
| the extent of that benevolence from which his 
|was derived. If ye, then, being evil, know 
| how to give good gifts unto your children, 
| how much more shall your Father which is in 
| heaven give good things @ them that ask him ! 
Religious Inquirer. 
|—And now, Benrvotence! thy rays divine 
Dart round the globe from Zembla to the Line; 
O’er each dark prison plays the cheering light, 
Like northern lustres o’er the vault of night.— 
Tom realm torealm,with cross or crescentcrown’d, 
Where’er mankind and misery are found, 
O’er burning sands, deep waves, or wilds of snow, 
Thy Howarp journeying seeks the house of woe. 
Down many a winding step to dungeons dank, 
Where anguish wails aloud, and fetters clank ; 
To caves bestrew’d with many a mouldering boue, 
And cells, whose echoes only learn to groan; 
Where no kind bars a whispering friend disclose, 
No sunbeam enters, and no zephyr blows, 
He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth, 
Profuse of toil, and prodigal of health ; 
With soft assuasive eloquence expands 
Power's rigid heart, and opes his clenchiag hams ; 
Leads stern-eye’d justice to the dark domains, 
If not to sever, to relax the chains; 
Or guides awaken’d mercy through the gloom, 
And shows the prison, sister to the tomb !— 
Gives to’her babes the self-devoted wife, 
To her fond husband liberty and life! 
| .-The spirits of the good, who bend from high 
Wide o’er these earthly scenes their partial cye; 
When first, array’d ia Vinrur’s purest robe, 
| ‘They saw her Howarp traversing the globe; 
Saw round his brows hee sun-lile glory blaze 
Fn arrowy circles of unwearied rays; 
| Wistook a moral for an angel guest, 
| . Andask’d what seraph-foot the earth imprest. 
—Onward he moves !—iseasei and death retire, 
' And murmering demons hate hm, and admire. 





